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AIA Project of the Month: 1310 Union: modern steel 
in a brick world 
 
By CLAIR ENLOW 
Special to the Journal 
 
If you walk along 
12th Avenue, 
from Pike Street 
to the confluence 
of Madison and 
Union streets, 
you'll see the odd 
historic window 
arch or crown 
cornice: 
traditional 
builders' details in 
a streetscape still 
marked by benign 
neglect and 
missing pieces.  

There are some 
newly revived 
storefronts and 
renovations, too, 
and then there's 
1310 Union. It 
stands between an 
old brick 
apartment 
building, a bakery 
and a car-repair 
shop in the back. 
In scale with the 
historic neighborhood but definitely not in step, it's a whole new way of 
living in this area.  

It's basically a stack of lofts over retail, stepped right up to the property 
line and boxed in a deceptively simple shell.  

But what a box.  

Layers of exposed steel structure and 
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With industrial materials and an exposed structure, 1310 
Union makes a modernist statement in the redeveloping 
neighborhood near 14th and Madison.  










