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HILL COUPLE EMBRACES LIFE IN THE FISHEOWL BY ALl BASYE
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Windows are the aesthetic
of the exterior, says
architect Kevin Tabari of
Capitol Hill's Agnes Lofts,
Each unit comes with 15-
foot-plus floor-to-ceiling
windows. Below right: The
shorter scale of buildings
in south Capitol Hill allows
360-degree views from the
Agnes” roof deck.

TOUR THIS HOME
The AlA Seattle // NW Home
Open House of the Month

Sunday, July 20, Noon-3 p.m.

See page 55 for detalls
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says Andi Stevenson, gesturing down from her living
room window to the row of sparse maple trees lining
Pike Streer on Capitol Hill. Swevenson, 34, and
Minan Ahn, 31,
900-square-foot fourth-Aoor unit in the Agnes Lofts

her girlfriend, moved into their
last October with their two cats, Pepe and Vorgy, and
dog, Mugsy. Along with an altitude change from their
previous address ar the north end of Broadway, comes
an inHux of light and neighborhood life, ® "Windows
are the eyes of the building, and define how open
and friendly and connecred a building is to the rest
of the neighborhood,” explains the lofts’ developer,
and the couple’s new landlord, Liz Dunn of Dunn
& Hobbes. ©

the windows are really generous and well received.

So | put a lot of effort into making sure

You can live happily in a really small space if it has
a big window.” ® [nside, the fishbowl aspect of the
windows is more subtle. Each unit is deeper rather
than wide, allowing for a sizable area of living space
that lies our of sight from the pavement below. The
sleeping loft is seylishly shielded behind obscured
polycarbonate panels, allowing for both light and
privacy. The expanse of the windows caprures a grear
deal of light from any direction, throwing sunshine
much further back inte each unir than one would
imagine. ® Stevenson demonstrates the fire-retardant,
polyester-blend curtaing with which each unir comes
equipped:

allowing hlered views, and soft, heavy, gray-colored

a sheer, tangerine-colored ser of panels

drapes blocking our all visibility from the ourside, 1
didn't wanr to be roo exposed,” she says, "and we found
that we can't really be seen from the streer at all”




Clockwise from right: The Agnes Lofts team [left to right): developer Liz Dunn [not
shown, Dunn's owner’s rep, Eric Hoppl; Weinstein AJU project architect Kevin Tabari
and collaborating partner Ed Weinstein, tenants Minan Ahn and Andi Stevenson and
Weinstein principal-in-charge Leslie Bain. The Ikea-outfitted kitchen and dining
space is compressed under the upstairs Loft, Ahn and Stevenson's top floor, center
unit lecation, rather than on a lower carner, protects them from most noise and
looky-loos from street below. Other privacy measures: sheer curtains to let filtered
sunshine in and heavy curtains to completely block visibility into the apartment
and polycarbonate panels that hug the light-and-levely loft bedroom.

a city thar has

share of quick-
and-cheap
development,

the crop of new residential buildings on

neighborhood thar
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remarkably underurilized, and

b se the arca’s diverse re
melting pot of gays, punks, prolessi
free spirits and students—resent the often

generic and expensive condominiums

that threaten to ate another Belltown:
jacked-up rental rares, increased noise ar
crime spik W That's why last 1
introduction of i Lofts, a t"nur-smr:r'
mixed-use stee l-glass cube on the corner
of 12ch Avenue and East Pike Street, has
been so refreshing, The artractive, modern
building hou
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of 24 individual rental lofts

building Aaunts 15-foor-plus
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given time causes awe-struck pedest

1o stop in their tracks in order to seck a

live sa blatantly on display. In contrast w
the imposing walls of cheap-looking siding,
often seen on quick-built condominiums,
Apnes Lolts rise gracefully from the

the pairing of tran ency and

brawn creating a handsome counterpart to
the big-boned vintage buildings thar it faces.

Ise, the idea thar

ore than anything e
people in the area—non-architects—h

«d by and said thar this building is

ception to the other developments

en | in the neighborhood,

is incredibly val ys project

architecr Kevin Tabari of Weinstein A|U

Architects + Urban Designers. “1 chink we
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b 1. living room

4. sleeping loft
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3. powder room

**.'ﬁ:‘:_'. | !'-. Seatﬂe

achieved a spatial and aesthetic
expression thar reflects the more
beloved buildings in the I'IL'Jl-;l.'Il'.IH[-
hood. It's grear if the residents
in this arca agree with that” ®
“Density gets a bad name because
when buildings go up people lose
something rhu. value,” says Dunn,
a longtime Capital Hill resident
whao lives in the Agnes Lofts and
is also behind the intriguing 1310
Lofts, built a few blocks south
on Union Streer. “1 pay a lot of
arrention ro appropriate scale, Mew
buildings should fir in like missing
teeth.” @ This southeastern lip of
Capitel Hill between East Pine
and East Union streets and 10th
and 12th avenues is potentially the
hottest up-and-coming neighbor-
hood in rown. Traditionally an
industrial area of auto-body and
repair shops and the occasional
grunge bar, the once-quict strects
now teem with the young and
beautiful, hot new restaurants
and chie boutiques. The industrial
look to Agnes Lofts nods o the
neighborhood’s blue-collar roors
while complementing its forward-
thinking present. ® The durable
aluminum window walls that are
a big part of the building design
are not inexpensive, so Tabari
was required to be economical in
other areas, Bar grading outside a
single panel of sliding glass doors
creates a proective railing and was
recyeled froma previous project on
which Tabari worked. Airy, open

bathroom
&, closet

laundry

kitchens and dini ng areas are compressed
under the upstairs lofts and outfiteed in
lkea cabinerry, as are bathrooms. The lofis
are created with heavy timber construction,
an exception to the city code requiring all
wood o be covered with drvwall because
of its equivalent fire-resistant propertics,
and interior doors are made of barn-door
hardware. Big Douglas fir planks strung
by channel steel stringers create open-rise
stairways 1o the upstairs. The abundance
af wood materials, includ ing maple floors,
imparts warmth to the modern, cube-like
spaces, and exposed beams give volume
and height 1o the room., ® The design
is purposefully spare, says Tabar, “We
tried to create a pure space thar would be
predominately dominarted by the windows
and give the eccupant the ability to per-
sonalize it.” ® Loft living isn't inexpensive;
where rent in the neighborhood averages
$1.044 for a one-bedroom, tenants pay
an average of $1,800 a month to live in
the Agnes Lofts. For Ahn and Stevenson
{who as the apartment and commercial
property manager for Agnes Lofts and
Dunn & Hobbes, gets a break on rent),
the happening urban lifestyle makes it
worth it, ®"Ic’s grear being in the middle
of everything,” says Ahn, a lead bartender
at Brasa downtown, "and we love living
where all the restaurancs are.”

O pen House Tour

Char ongoing partr -"-||||| with the
American Institute of Architects Seattle
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Li¢ cated at 1&33 12th ﬂu"l"E
Unit 405, on Capitol Hill, on Sunday,
July 20, between noon and 3 p.m. Far

maore information an the tour and the
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